For the past 19 years,
sexual assault victims (half
of whom are 17 or under)
have sought the safety and
support offered by the
Sexual Assault Nurse
Examiner (SANE)
program in Meriter’s ES.
SANE nurses conduct
examinations with a special
understanding of the
emotional and physical
trauma that may be
present following a sexual
assault. They also assist
victims with their many
concerns, including the
threat of disease and
pregnancy.

Meriter SANE nurses do
all they can to help people
of all ages recover and take
control of their lives. It
may involve contacting a
Rape Crisis Center
advocate or developing a
medical follow-up plan.
Perhaps it is providing
crime victim compensation
information and, if the
survivor wants, gathering
medical evidence that will
be useful in court. Meriter
also works with Domestic
Abuse Intervention
Services to assist people
who are in abusive
relationships.

SANE CASES SEEN
IN MERITER ES
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PECIALTY CARE SERVICES

Meriter’s ES is recognized for the
various specialty care services it
provides south-central Wisconsin.

Meriter offers the state’s first and
Madison’s only nationally accredited Chest
Pain Center. People who come to our ES
with chest pain receive a rapid clinical
assessment to determine if they are having a
cardiac episode requiring catheterization or
more advanced treatment.\We admit people
with no electrocardiogram changes to our
Chest Pain Observation unit, where they
undergo a standard set of tests and lab work to
uncover the cause of their pain.The goal is to
not admit them needlessly, and to not send
them home until indications are that they can
follow up with their primary care physician or a
specialist.

CHEST PAIN OBSERVATION
UNIT ACTIVITY
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Minor Emergency Care is offered daily in
Meriter ES from 1-11p.m. It provides a quicker
turnaround service for those emergencies that
while less urgent (for instance, minor injuries,
sore throats, earaches, mysterious rashes or
spasms and sprains) still merit speedy
emergency care.



MERITER ES KIDS’
KruB CLASSES

Meriter provides
Emergency Nurses
Cancel Alcohol
Related
Emergencies
(ENCARE)
presentations to about
4,000 area middle and
high school students
each year—usually
around homecoming,
prom and graduation
seasons. ENCARE’s
message relays the
havoc that drinking,
and drinking and
driving, can cause. Each
presentation includes a
slide show that
emphasizes just how
dangerous it can be to
drink too much, use
other drugs and ride
in an automobile
without buckling your
seatbelt.

Megan is an active,
enthusiastic DeForest four
year old whose parents
have turned to the services
offered by Meriter’s ER.

ACHING OUT INTO THE
COMMUNITY

You can often find Meriter ES registered
nurses in your neighborhood schools, as they
present special programs for students of all
ages. The younger ones are introduced to the
emergency room and what happens to patients
who come there. The older students hear a
poignant message that describes alcohol-related
emergencies and the heartache and carnage it
often causes parents, families, friends and
communities.

Since 1990, Meriter has offered Kids’ Klub classes
to Dane County-area schools and organizations.
The nurses’ show-and-tell presentations are geared
toward preschool through second grade students
and reduce children’s anxiety about having to go to
the ES, along with health tips such as washing hands,
how to sneeze without spreading germs, and why
it's important to call 9-1-1 in emergencies. Hands-on
activities like finger casting and listening to their
hearts and lungs add to
the fun and learning.



